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The Industrial Revolution - day 1

Entrance task: Think: 

What is a revolution?

Today: Intro to the 

Industrial Revolution: 

Why England

Homework: Ch. 20-2

The Industrial Revolution

* Began in mid-18th century (1750) in England

* England had the necessary ingredients 

for the growing industrial development

* Necessity is the mother of invention

What is a revolution?

What are the ingredients of a 
revolution?

Are the results always good?

Are the results always lasting?

Why England: Political 

• Stable government

• Mercantilism

•

• Enclosure Acts

• Isolated from continental 

problems 

 =  Labor source
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Economic Advantage

• Scientific agriculture

•

•

• Huge markets

• Labor surplus

• Available capital ($)

• No trade barriers
 Special Advantages

• Mobile and growing urban 
population

• Social approval of profit motive

• Interest in science and 

technology

• Innovation was valued

• Calvinist work ethic

Geographic Advantage

• No place was more than 60 miles 

from the sea

• Secure island location

Source: Compiled from data in B.R. Mitchell, European 
Historical Statistics, 1750-1970 (London: Macmillan, 1975), pp. 581-584

The Industrial revolution 4 min
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David Ricardo
Low population = Higher wages

Higher wages
= pop. growth

Higher pop. =
Lower wages

Lower wages
= pop. decline

Iron Law 

of Wages

Thomas Malthus
• The dismal science of economics
• Population growth will exceed 
the food supply
• Famine, war, disaster needed 

to keep population in check

Homework

Ch. 20-2

The Industrial Revolution - Day 3
Entrance task: Think –why did the industrial 

Today: The Industrial Revolution spreads
Homework: Ch. 20-3
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Other obstacles to industrialization

* Competition of cheaper British goods drained the capital needed 
   for investment in industry from other countries and toward Britain

* Internal tolls and political disunity prevented the integration of   
  national economies needed to industrialize. 

* Coal and iron deposits were usually far from each other, making it 
  hard to concentrate the resources needed for industrialization. 

* Britain itself actively worked to keep its technical knowledge from 
  leaking beyond its shores. 

* Widespread resistance to industrialization in other countries, as 
  people were reluctant to give up their traditional ways, feared the 
  loss of jobs to machines, and saw the pollution and squalor of 
  Britain's cities at that time.

Other obstacles to industrialization
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1851
Crystal Palace

Chart interpretation

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

http://legacy.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/indrevtabs1.asp

Modern History Sourcebook

Fordam University

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

http://legacy.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/indrevtabs1.asp
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

in million metric tons* very soft coal - poor quality
*

a weak iron

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8



All AP Industrial Rev.notebook January 30, 2018

Homework: Ch. 20-3
Capital and Labor in the 
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Ashley Mines Commission
1842 Mines Act, 1842

  and boys under
  age 10 from
  coal mines 
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Factory Act, 1832
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Living Conditions

Combination Acts - 1799
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The Human Side of
the Industrial Revolution

3 Groups - Owners, Workers, Economists
* read evidence
* discuss questions
* present to class

What is the main thrust of the argument you 
would like to have presented in a history of the 
Industrial Revolution?

What evidence supports this position?

What questions could you ask the opposing 
views that would force them to admit the 
validity of your position?

Factory owners, factory workers, economists

Homework - Ch. 20-4
for Monday

Industrial Revolution - Day 4
Entrance task: How do you think labor 
and industry has changed since the 19th 
& early 20th century and why?

Today: Political views of Industrial life

Homework - Review for quiz
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How do we know what life 
was like for early industrial 

workers?

The Sadler Report
1832
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Industrial Revolution - Day 4

Homework - Review for quiz

Day 5: Capital and Labor 
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Combination Acts - 1799 Living Conditions
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The Human Side of
the Industrial Revolution

3 Groups - Owners, Workers, Economists
* read evidence
* discuss questions
* present to class

Factory Workers Factory Owners Economists
Issue: Exploitation
Evidence:
* harsh working conditions
* use of child labor
* unwillingness of employers
   to provide protective measures
   in the factories

Issue: Factories are useful and 
provided wholesome employment 
for children and adults, improved 
the general level of society. 
Evidence:
* job opportunities
* training
* moral benefits for children

Issue:  The IR provides useful 
data to examine the interaction 
of social and economic 
principles.
Evidence:
* natural price of labor
* power of population
* idea that happiness is derived 
   from having families if one
   can afford one. 

What is the strongest argument made by each group?
Factory Workers    Factory Owners Economists

How should historians organize and interpret this info?
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Homework
Review for Test on Thursday

Day 6: Industrial Revolution
Entrance task: How might life for workers 

and city dwellers have been improved?

Today:  Ideas for reform

Homework: Guide p. 125,

Read docs in DBQ         Test on Thursday

The Sandler Committee 
Report on Child Labor

1832
* long walk to work
* long hours, little time for meals or breaks
* dusty, dirty work environment
* frequently beaten
* low pay
* indecent language - inappropriate interaction?
* high illegitimate rate amoung young women
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P. 127 P. 127

P. 127 P. 127
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P. 128 P. 128

i
b
g

c
d

h
f
a

e

Marxists
Utopian Socialists

Liberals

Liberals

Marxists

Liberals

Democratic 
liberals

The Chartists

* Wanted suffrage for all men
* Appealed to millions and encourage
  workers to become more involved
  in reform movements
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The Chartists
* universal male suffrage
* secret ballot 
* frequent elections
* unrestricted choices of candidates
* paid representatives
* term limits
* no property qualifications

Democracy would come 
via EVOLUTION,
not REVOLUTION

P. 125
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Industrial Revolution

Homework: Guide p. 125

Read documents in DBQ

Day 7: The Industrial Revolution

Entrance task: How had things changed for 
workers from the beginning of industrialization to
later years?
Today: Industrial changes

Homework: DBQ intro and one body paragraph 
with document use and analysis.

Review for test on Thursday

Factory Owners

Women

Skilled workers

Unions

Early Years Later Years

Factory Owners

Women

Skilled workers

Unions

Early Years Later Years
Production problems, uncertain 
profits, invested in new equip.,
diverse people - the new rich

Worked in mines & factories
Still managed the home and
  child care

Not many at first
Mostly unskilled jobs

Illegal at first
Early successful ones were
made up of skilled workers

Education became more 
important; many inherited 
wealth, saw gap b/t workers & 
themselves

Sexual division of labor
Middle class women = 
wife, mother

Benefited from unions
In high demand

Craft unions = successful
Others not until later
Grand National 
Consolidated Union - 
failure
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Luddites

Engels

Andrew Ure

Key idea

Industrialism is hurting the environment, the
individual, and society.

Called treatment of the British working class
MURDER by the middle class. Poverty was the
result of CAPITALISM

An industrialist, he said conditions for workers
were NOT as bad as some have suggested

DBQ

1. Brainstorm what YOU know about the topic
* when, where, who, what else, etc.

2. Read the docs and organize them in some way

Assess the validity:
The benefits of the economic and technological 
advances gained during the Industrial Revolution 
justify the ill treatment of workers during the time 
period.

Good Stuff

#1 - Book, 1829 - increase availability of 
       goods, better food, clothing, 
       housing, increase in wealth 
      (although a growing gap between 
      rich and poor),

Bad Stuff

#2 - Excerpt from Sadler Report, 1832
      - child labor and its abuses

#3 - medical observer - factory labor 
is causing physical damage to 
workers

#4 - Andrew Ure - an enthusiast
     of industrialization - it's great,
     less physical strain than by hand,
     better wages too

#5 - Edward Baines, factory owner
      - tales of abuse are the exception,
        not the rule. Production is much
        higher than the old way and is
        good, not bad. 

#6 - Isabel Wilson, coal putter
       Tells of hardships of working
       in a coal mine. First hand 
       account & testimony

Which ones can I analyze?
1. Thomas Carlyle, "Sings of the Times: The 'Mechanical age'" 1829 book
2. Testimony from Sadler Committee by Matthew Crabtree 1832
3. P. Gaskell, medical observer, The Manufacturing Population of

England, 1833
4. Andrew Ure, The Philosophy of Manufacturers, 1835
5. Edward Baines, The History of the Cotton Manufacture 1835
6. Ashley's Mines Commission testimony of Isabel Wilson, 1842
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Outside Information

Contextualization 
The Industrial Revolution was a time in history that began around
1750 in England. It was a time of change when things went from
being made at home and by hand to being made by machines and
in factories. Improvements in agriculture earlier in the 18th century
such as crop rotation and the introduction of new crops led to more
and better food for the people. This led to an increase in population. 
The growing population required more efficient ways of producing 
goods, specifically textiles used for clothing. The benefits and 
advances gained during this period came at the expense of workers 
who worked long hours for low pay in dangerous conditions. The 
benefits, however, were worth the suffering that resulted in the 
technology we enjoy today. 

Day 7: The Industrial Revolution

Entrance task: How had things changed for 
workers from the beginning of industrialization to
later years?
Today: Industrial changes

Homework: DBQ intro and one body paragraph 
with document use and analysis.


